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towing vessel and her tow in their abil-
ity to deviate from their course.

(h) Underway means that a vessel is
not at anchor, or

made fast to the shore, or aground;

(1) Length and breadth of a vessel
mean her length overall and greatest
breadth;

(j) Vessels shall be deemed to be in
sight of one another only when one can
be observed visually from the other;

(k) Restricted visibility means any con-
dition in which visibility is restricted
by fog, mist, falling snow, heavy rain-
storms, sandstorms, or any other simi-
lar causes;

(1) Western Rivers means the Mis-
sissippi River, its tributaries, South
Pass, and Southwest Pass, to the navi-
gational demarcation lines dividing the
high seas from harbors, rivers, and
other inland waters of the United
States, and the Port Allen-Morgan City
Alternate Route, and that part of the
Atchafalaya River above its junction
with the Port Allen-Morgan City Alter-
nate Route including the Old River and
the Red River;

(m) Great Lakes means the Great
Lakes and their connecting and tribu-
tary waters including the Calumet
River as far as the Thomas J. O’Brien
Lock and Controlling Works (between
mile 326 and 327), the Chicago River as
far as the east side of the Ashland Ave-
nue Bridge (between mile 321 and 322),
and the Saint Lawrence River as far
east as the lower exit of Saint Lambert
Lock;

(n) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Department in which the Coast
Guard is Operating;

(0) Inland Waters means the navigable
waters of the United States shoreward
of the navigational demarcation lines
dividing the high seas from harbors,
rivers, and other inland waters of the
United States and the waters of the
Great Lakes on the United States side
of the International Boundary;

(p) Inland Rules or Rules mean the In-
land Navigational Rules and the an-
nexes thereto, which govern the con-
duct of vessels and specify the lights,
shapes, and sound signals that apply on
inland waters; and

(a) International Regulations means
the International Regulations for Pre-
venting Collisions at Sea, 1972, includ-
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ing annexes currently in force for the
United States.

Subpart B—Steering and Sailing
Rules

CONDUCT OF VESSELS IN ANY CONDITION
OF VISIBILITY

§83.04 Application (Rule 4).

Rules in this subpart apply in any
condition of visibility.

§83.05 Look-out (Rule 5).

Every vessel shall at all times main-
tain a proper look-out by sight and
hearing as well as by all available
means appropriate in the prevailing
circumstances and conditions so as to
make a full appraisal of the situation
and of the risk of collision.

§83.06 Safe speed (Rule 6).

Every vessel shall at all times pro-
ceed at a safe speed so that she can
take proper and effective action to
avoid collision and be stopped within a
distance appropriate to the prevailing
circumstances and conditions.

In determining a safe speed the fol-
lowing factors shall be among those
taken into account:

(a) By all vessels:

(1) The state of visibility;

(2) The traffic density including con-
centration of fishing vessels or any
other vessels;

(3) The maneuverability of the vessel
with special reference to stopping dis-
tance and turning ability in the pre-
vailing conditions;

(4) At night the presence of back-
ground light such as from shores lights
or from back scatter of her own lights;

(5) The state of wind, sea, and cur-
rent, and the proximity of navigational
hazards;

(6) The draft in relation to the avail-
able depth of water.

(b) Additionally, by vessels with
operational radar:

(1) The characteristics, efficiency and
limitations of the radar equipment;

(2) Any constraints imposed by the
radar range scale in use;

(3) The effect on radar detection of
the sea state, weather, and other
sources of interference;
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(4) The possibility that small vessels,
ice and other floating objects may not
be detected by radar at an adequate
range;

(5) The number, location, and move-
ment of vessels detected by radar; and

(6) The more exact assessment of the
visibility that may be possible when
radar is used to determine the range of
vessels or other objects in the vicinity.

§83.07 Risk of collision (Rule 7).

(a) Determination if risk exists. Every
vessel shall use all available means ap-
propriate to the prevailing cir-
cumstances and conditions to deter-
mine if risk of collision exists. If there
is any doubt such risk shall be deemed
to exist.

(b) Radar. Proper use shall be made of
radar equipment if fitted and oper-
ational, including long-range scanning
to obtain early warning of risk of colli-
sion and radar plotting or equivalent
systematic observation of detected ob-
jects.

(c) Scanty information. Assumptions
shall not be made on the basis of
scanty information, especially scanty
radar information.

(d) Considerations taken into account
in determining if risk exists. In deter-
mining if risk of collision exists the
following considerations shall be
among those taken into account:

(1) Such risk shall be deemed to exist
if the compass bearing of an approach-
ing vessel does not appreciably change;
and

(2) Such risk may sometimes exist
even when an appreciable bearing
change is evident, particularly when
approaching a very large vessel or a
tow or when approaching a vessel at
close range.

§83.g)8 Action to avoid collision (Rule

(a) General characteristics of action
taken to awvoid collision. Any action
taken to avoid collision shall, if the
circumstances of the case admit, be
positive, made in ample time and with
due regard to the observance of good
seamanship.

(b) Readily apparent alterations in
course or speed. Any alteration of
course or speed to avoid collision shall,
if the circumstances of the case admit,

§83.09

be large enough to be readily apparent
to another vessel observing visually or
by radar; a succession of small alter-
ations of course or speed should be
avoided.

(c) Alteration of course to avoid close-
quarters situation. If there is sufficient
sea room, alteration of course alone
may be the most effective action to
avoid a close-quarters situation pro-
vided that it is made in good time, is
substantial and does not result in an-
other close-quarters situation.

(d) Action to result in passing at safe
distance. Action taken to avoid colli-
sion with another vessel shall be such
as to result in passing at a safe dis-
tance. The effectiveness of the action
shall be carefully checked until the
other vessel is finally past and clear.

(e) Slackening of vessel speed; stopping
or reversing means of propulsion. If nec-
essary to avoid collision or allow more
time to assess the situation, a vessel
shall slacken her speed or take all way
off by stopping or reversing her means
of propulsion.

(f) Early action to allow room for safe
passage:

(1) A vessel which, by any of these
Rules, is required not to impede the
passage or safe passage of another ves-
sel shall, when required by the cir-
cumstances of the case, take early ac-
tion to allow sufficient sea room for
the safe passage of the other vessel.

(2) A vessel required not to impede
the passage or safe passage of another
vessel is not relieved of this obligation
if approaching the other vessel so as to
involve risk of collision and shall,
when taking action, have full regard to
the action which may be required by
the Rules of this part.

(3) A vessel the passage of which is
not to be impeded remains fully
obliged to comply with the Rules of
this part when the two vessels are ap-
proaching one another so as to involve
risk of collision.

§83.09 Narrow channels (Rule 9).

(a) Keeping near to outer limit of chan-
nel or fairway which lies on vessel’s star-
board side; exception.

(1) A vessel proceeding along the
course of a narrow channel or fairway
shall keep as near to the outer limit of
the channel or fairway which lies on
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